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Dear Member of Parliament, 

Thank you for your letter of 12 January 2015, sharing your constituent's views in relation to 
the Commission's "Green Paper on a strategy on plastic waste in the environment". 

This Green Paper took a holistic view on all possible impacts emanating from plastic used in 
products and hinted at possible policy responses pertaining to a number of measures, such 
as e.g. better implementation of existing waste legislation, a landfill ban on plastic, the 
formulation of product design requirements and all kinds of measures to make plastic 
products more sustainable. 

Obviously the Green Paper already had a considerable tangible impact and it was fully 
endorsed by the European Parliament, which founded an own initiative opinion on it. As 
regards the circular economy, the intention of the Commission is to withdraw the waste 
proposal in order to make way in 2015 for a more ambitious approach that can be more 
effective. While a revised waste proposal wil! take better account of the situation in the 
various Member States, the broader approach to the circular economy wants to address all 
elements of the cycle, inter alia looking at supporting better product design and sustainable 
consumption on the one hand, and at facilitating the development of a market for recycled 
products and raw materials on the other hand. 

You have also noted the amendment of the packaging and packaging waste Directive, COM 
(2013) 761 final, which implements elements of the Green Paper by obliging Member States 
to take measures for the reduction of lightweight plastic carrier bags. 

Furthermore, Commission services are closely monitoring the Art. 11 WFD separate 
collection obligation, giving also effect to the Green Paper. Separate collection is a key tool 
to help tilting the scale from today's energy recovery preponderance to plastic recycling. 
Commission services are also carrying out a large scale study on separate collection to 
identify best practices and to assess the effectiveness of separate collection systems in 28 
Member States' capitals. This study will deliver a score board and develop action for effective 
implementation, final results are expected in November 2015. 

Finally, action has been taken to combat the use of virgin microplastic beads in cosmetics, 
with awareness raised among producers some of which have already committed to a 
phasing out in 2015. The Commission has also launched a study to cover specifically that 
aspect with a view to developing options for reducing the release of plastic micro beads from 
cosmetic products in the marine environment. 

These measures, however, are far from exhausting the full potential of the Green Paper. We 
are therefore presently looking into how to work on its other elements. 

Yours sincerely, 
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